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1357, a bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide a stand-
ard definition of therapeutic family
care services in Medicaid.
S. 1369

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1369, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish an excise
tax on certain prescription drugs which
have been subject to a price spike, and
for other purposes.

S.J. RES. 46

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 46, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States authorizing
the Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United
States.

S. CON. RES. 15

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 15, a concurrent
resolution expressing support for the
designation of October 28, 2017, as
‘““Honoring the Nation’s First Respond-
ers Day”’.

S. RES. 162

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 162, a resolution reaffirm-
ing the commitment of the United
States to promoting religious freedom,
and for other purposes.

———
ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 20,
2017
Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, June 20;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration
of the Mandelker nomination; finally,
that the time until the vote on the
Long nomination be equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
our Democratic colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Wisconsin.
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise
tonight to join my colleagues in our
fight to protect the health and eco-
nomic security of the American people.

I am here to express my deep con-
cern, anguish, and disgust with the fact
that instead of working across party
lines, working together to protect
healthcare, instead, the majority is
writing secret legislation behind closed
doors—Ilegislation that is going to
make the American people pay more
for less care and take healthcare cov-
erage away from millions of American
families.

I am disgusted because this issue is
very personal to me. When I was 9
years old, I got sick. I got very sick. I
was hospitalized for 3 months. I even-
tually recovered, but when it came to
health insurance, it was as if I had a
scarlet letter. My grandparents who
raised me couldn’t find a policy that
would cover me, not from any insurer
and not at any price. They had to pay
for my healthcare out of their pockets,
and they made incredible sacrifices to
do so—all because I was a child who
had been branded with those words
“preexisting condition.”

No parents or grandparents should
have to lie awake at night worried that
if their child has an illness or an in-
jury, they will have no way to pay to
cover their care. No child should have
to lie awake at night hearing the whis-
pered tones of their parents wondering
how they might pay the bills to care
for an ill child. It is not right, it is not
fair, and it is not fundamentally who
we are, but that is exactly what people
were wondering last night in America,
and they will do so again tonight. Fam-
ilies across this country will go to bed
anxious and scared because of the par-
tisan politics happening right here in
Washington—the politics that is mov-
ing forward with a plan that will make
things worse and not better for the
American people.

This isn’t just personal for me, it is
personal for the Wisconsin families I
work for. I have listened to them, and
I am here to give them a voice.

This is personal for Jim from Apple-
ton, WI, and for Jim’s daughter who
has multiple sclerosis. Jim told me
that his family needs strong protec-
tions for people with preexisting condi-
tions so that his daughter can continue
to receive treatment that her family
can afford.

This is personal for Greg from Stod-
dard, WI, who has no idea how he and
other older Wisconsinites will be able
to afford higher costs for their
healthcare and for Greg’s two sons,
both of whom have diabetes and are al-
ready struggling with skyrocketing
prices for insulin.

This is personal for Barbara from
Madison, who is deeply concerned
about cuts to Medicaid because her son
has a disability and he relies on Med-
icaid to work and to live independ-
ently.

This is personal for Chelsey from
Shelby, WI, whose daughter Zoe was
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born with a congenital heart defect.
Right now, Zoe is guaranteed access to
coverage without being denied or
charged more because of her pre-
existing condition. Chelsey wrote to
me and said: “I’m pleading to you as a
mother to fight for the ... kids in
Wisconsin with preexisting conditions
that are counting on you to protect
that right.”

Does the congressional majority real-
ly care more about finding 50 votes for
a secret plan than it does about the
health and well-being of Zoe? Sadly, it
appears they do. It appears they are
more concerned with finding 50 votes
for any legislation, no matter how
harmful it is, just so they can notch up
another partisan victory and so that
they can move on to other things on
their political agenda. They are not lis-
tening to American families or Wis-
consin families, who will be left be-
hind.

I want to tell you what the con-
sequences are going to be when Wash-
ington does not listen to Wisconsinites
like Jim and his daughter, from Apple-
ton, or Greg and his two sons, from
Stoddard, or moms like Barbara, from
Madison, and Chelsey, from Shelby.
The consequences are that things are
going to get worse, like they do under
the House-passed Republican plan.

If you are older, you are going to pay
an age tax. A 64-year-old in Wisconsin
might have to pay increases in excess
of $10,000 more in premiums. If you
have a preexisting condition, like I do
or like almost 2.5 million Wisconsinites
do, the guaranteed protections and
care that you have today may not be
here tomorrow.

If you live in rural Wisconsin, this
plan will only make it harder to access
affordable, quality healthcare. For
some living in northern Wisconsin, this
plan could cost them up to $6,000 more
a year than they pay today.

Our rural hospitals are already strug-
gling to keep their doors open, and this
plan could make those challenges even
worse. By the way, rural hospitals are
often the lifeblood of their commu-
nities, the largest employers in many
counties in which they exist. So if
rural hospitals—even a few of them—
are forced to close, it will not only
make it harder for people to gain
healthcare, it will also mean that peo-
ple will lose their jobs.

If you rely on Medicaid for nursing
home care or if, like Barbara, you have
a disabled child who relies on Medicaid
to live independently in the commu-
nity, the House-passed bill cuts Med-
icaid and puts that care at risk. If you
are one of the 35,000 veterans in Wis-
consin or nearly 2 million veterans
across the country who rely on Med-
icaid for healthcare coverage, your
care will be at risk.

The House Republican proposal will
both dramatically increase and shift
healthcare costs to Wisconsin tax-
payers and onto the shoulders of fami-
lies for things like substance abuse
treatment and mental health services.
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